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From the Compendium to the Catechism paragraphs: 321 – 327 

SACRAMENTS AT THE SERVICE OF COMMUNION AND MISSION

 

What are the sacraments at the service of communion and mission? 

Two Sacraments: Holy Orders and Matrimony, confer a special grace for a particular mission 
in the Church to serve and build up the People of God.  These sacraments contribute in a 
special way to ecclesial communion and to the salvation of others. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS 

What is the Sacrament of Holy Orders? 

It is the sacrament through which the mission entrusted by Christ to his apostles continues to 
be exercised in the Church until the end of time. 

Why is this sacrament called the Sacrament of Holy Orders? 

Orders designates an ecclesial body into which one enters by means of a special consecration 
(ordination).  Through a special gift of the Holy Spirit, this sacrament enables the ordained to 
exercise a sacred power in the name and with the authority of Christ for the service of the 
People of God. 

What place does the Sacrament of Holy Orders have in the Divine plan of 
salvation? 

This Sacrament was prefigured in the Old Covenant in the service of the Levites, in the 
priesthood of Aaron, and in the institution of the seventy “Elders” (Number 11:25).  These 
prefigurations find their fulfilment in Christ Jesus who by the sacrifice of the cross is the 
“one mediator between God and man” (1 Timothy 2:5), the “High Priest according to the 
order of Melchizedek” (Hebrews 5:10).  The one priesthood of Christ is made present in the 
ministerial priesthood. 



What are the degrees that make up the Sacrament of Holy Orders? 

The sacrament of Holy Orders is composed of three degrees which are irreplaceable for the 
organic structure of the Church:  the episcopate, the presbyterate and the diaconate. 

What is the effect of episcopal ordination? 

Episcopal ordination confers the fullness of the sacrament of Holy Orders.  It makes the 
bishop a legitimate successor of the apostles and integrates him into the episcopal college to 
share with the Pope and the other bishops care for all the churches.  It confers on him the 
offices of teaching, sanctifying and ruling. 

What is the office confided to a bishop in a particular Church? 

The Bishop to whom the care of a particular Church is entrusted is the visible head and 
foundation of unity for that Church.  For the sake of that Church, as vicar of Christ, he fulfils 
the office of shepherd and is assisted by his own priests and deacons. 

 

Eastern Catholic Patriarchs and Bishops 

It is essential that every Catholic has access to good Catechesis to be able to deepen their 
faith. The Diocese of Plymouth recommends the many Catechetical Workshops from 
'Franciscan at Home,’ for more information on access to these and online or real group 
sessions contact deborah.vankroonenburg@prcdtr.org.uk 


